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News from here and there
University status-Pipe dream?

The deemed university status of the Madras Medical College
seems to be in a constant state of uncertainty. The idea was to
create an autonomous institute on the lines of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences. From the beginning, a section of
government doctors opposed the idea. Their opposition became
more vociferous when some senior professors who had reached
the age of 58 and were due to retire approached the court on the
plea that the date of retirement in universities was 60 years. The
court has yet to take a decision. In the meantime, the professors
continue. In a curious development, the Director of Medical
Education issued a circular that the acting Vice Chancellor of the
university was not entitled to be called 'Vice Chancellor' but
'Director'. The deemed university status has so far not brought
any tangible benefits to the college. For example, the library is
still in a sorry shape. There is no change on the hospital side either.
The hope that the staff would become full-time and therefore
spend more time in the hospital has not been fulfilled. Severe
shortages of supplies are still a regular affair. The hospital is no
cleaner and indiscipline is rife among the lower level staff.

THOMAS GEORGE, Chennai

Bangaiore-Going up in smoke?
The residents of Bangalore have always been delighted by their
city's two sobriquets-the garden city and India's silicon valley.
The newsmagazine Asia Week seems to echo that belief as it
recently voted Bangalore as the best Indian city to live in, ahead
of Delhi and Mumbai. In their list of the best Asian cities to live
in, Bangalore was ranked 26 while Delhi and Mumbai were 30 and
40, respectively. Two criteria that doctors would relate to were
included-hospital beds per 1000 population, where the values
for the three cities were 2.0, 2.0 and 1.4, respectively and pollu-
tion [183, 335 and 240 suspended particles in the air in ug/m'].

Yet, all is not well with the city. Increasing vehicular traffic
and accidents and increasing pollution are only two health-related
problems. Now we learn that Asia's biggest cigarette factory is
being built on land off the Devanahalli Road, 15 miles outside the
city.

Plans are afoot to begin with 75 million cigarettes a day and
build up to a collosal 150 million cigarettes a day. Sadly, no one
seems to be protesting. Clearly, 'Health for all by 2000' is only in
theory.

SANJAY A. PAl, Bangalore

Resident doctors strike in Maharashtra
In what has now become a regular event which recurs every four
to five years, resident doctors in Maharashtra organized under the
banner of the Maharashtra Association of Resident Doctors
(MARD) were once again on strike for 15 days. Their main
demand as in the past was pay parity with their central goverment
counterparts. However, unlike in the past, this strike did not drag
on for too long and was withdrawn after the residents were granted
a hike of Rs 2500 per month for junior residents and Rs 4000 for
seniorresidents. This still leaves them well short of the pay of their
counterparts in many other states including central institutes but
is a significant rise in terms of percentage increase.

The government has also constituted a committee which
includes representatives from MARD. This committee will go
into other issues concerning the working and living conditions of
resident doctors. It is hoped that it will also come up with some
permanent mechanism to improve pay scales in accordance with
increasing inflation.

As usual, the strike generated a lot of debate in the local press.
On the one hand, the plight of resident doctors and their dismal
working conditions were highlighted. On the other hand, the
effect of such a strike on poor patients who use public hospitals as
well as the appropriateness of doctors striking work were also
questioned.

Over the last decade or so, although in response to strike
actions the pay scales of resident doctors have crept up, the
government has simultaneously increased postgraduate fees and
cut down on the number of resident posts. It is being discussed
whether this government will do the same. A notable feature of the
strike was that although the press highlighted the event, there was
very little public sympathy for the striking doctors. Many, includ-
ing representatives of consumer organizations, felt that such
actions are the last straw on a tottering public health care system
and that doctors must use other means of protest. There was also
a fear expressed that the state may use such strike actions as an
excuse to push through the process of privatization of public
hospitals, which many feel is imminent.

SANJAY NAGRAL, Mumbai

(Readers would have noticed that 'News from here and there' has
made a comeback. We welcome feedback and look forward to
contributions from possible correspondents infuture. Mail to be
sent to the Journal at nmji_aiims@hotmail.com or to
sanjayapai@hotmail.com)


