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Kumar Jesudasan
(1949-1997)

Kumar Jesudasan was affable and
soft-spoken, but principled and
assertive. From the first day of
MB,BS, I realized that he was
focused and committed. He had
little time for trivia. Soon after
completing his MB,BS and in-
ternship at the Christian Medical
College, Vellore, he joined the
Schieffelin Leprosy and Research
Training Centre (SLRTC),
Karigiri of the same institution.
He became the Head of Epidemi-
ology in 1993 and the Deputy
Director of SLRTC in 1995.

He established a fine track record of research and community
practice in leprology. He completed the DTPH in 1978 and
obtained a PhD in 1982 from the Ross Institute of the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. He conducted research
on various aspects of drug therapy of leprosy. Grants of the
Government of India, World Health Organization (WHO) and
other international agencies supported his research. He published
over one hundred papers in leading journals including the Inter-
national Journal of Leprosy. He served on several WHO Advi-

sory and Expert Committees and was a leader or member of the
WHO Evaluation Teams for a number of countries. In 1989, he
received the Robert Cochrane Award for research in leprosy.

He went beyond mere science. He was known for his compas-
sionate manner in dealing with patients and often spent his own
money to pay for their treatment. His works-Quality of care and
Care after cure have been reproduced as guides for leprosy
workers. He was a dedicated teacher and a role model for aspiring
professionals in health care.

His scientific achievement and community service were cut
short at the age of 47 by hepatitis B. This caring individual left
behind his wife, three children and a host of admiring but sadden-
ed friends and colleagues. The loss to the discipline of epidemi-
ology in leprosy is considerable, but, more importantly, his work
benefited thousands of patients in Gudiyatham Taluk and indi-
rectly many more in a wider arena. We will miss his unruffled
temperament, easy humour and the sympathetic manner.

There is a Reaper
And with his sickle keen,
He reaps the bearded grain,
And the flowers that grow between

H. W. Longfellow

G. G. CHRISTO
Manipal Academy of Higher Education

Manipal
Karnataka
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