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STUDYING IN GERMANY: A HARROWING PROSPECT
If the number of foreign students is a sign of the quality of
education, then the German universities must clearly be doing
something wrong. While the number of Asian students in the USA
has risen from 50 000 in the 1970s to over 200 000 in the 1990s,1
recent statistics from the German Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology are rather sobering.' Thus, the number ofIndian students
enrolled at German universities has remained at about 600 over
the same period; while enrolment from Indonesia reduced from
3300 to 1300 and that of Thailand from 260 to 230 in recent years.
Strangely, the few countries from which there appears to be a
stronger interest in German education are Taiwan (increase from
300 to 1000) and China (increase from 70 to 5200). I wonder what
makes Germany so attractive to the Chinese and why they should
feel more at home in Germany than Indians. There certainly are
more Chinese than Indian restaurants in Berlin (although numbers
are increasing), but that would hardly explain this difference.

My ties with the Indian community in Berlin date back to the
1950s when my father came to this city to study at the Technical
University of Berlin (West). Many of his Indian friends of those
days (a select group) have stayed on in Berlin and appear to be
doing quite well. Those that have returned to India, still cherish
their German language skills (many have German wives) and
most of them maintain business relationships with Germany. At
present, there are about 5000 South Asians living in Berlin with
a number of Indian cultural societies ranging from Malayali to
Bengali. And believe it or not, an Indian was recently elected
mayor of a small German town! So why are so few Indian students
considering further education in Germany?

One reason is clearly that not much has been done to make the
German education system appealing for foreign students: German
universities are overcrowded (higher education in Germany is
free), foreign degrees are seldom recognized, bureaucratic hurdles
are high, and education takes forever (an average of 7 years for
medicine!). There are no Bachelors or Masters degrees and no
designated PhD programmes. Board certification in Germany is
no guarantee for employment in Germany or elsewhere in the
European community. Housing for students is scarce and expen-
sive and, of course, the German language is still foreign to most
Asians. Immigration laws also do their part by introducing many
obstacles for the would-be student.

But things may be changing. The lack of interest from foreign
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students has been recognized as a major deficit by the German
scientific and medical community and is now much talked about.
A few weeks ago this was heatedly debated in the German Parlia-
ment. There are now serious discussions on providing English
curriculae and offering diplomas that are compatible to those
offered by universities in the USA, UK or Canada. There is also
talk of recognizing foreign Bachelors and Masters degrees, and on
making bilateral arrangements with foreign universities in order
to coordinate student exchange programmes. So keep your eyes
and ears open for increasing opportunities for scholarships and
invitations to German universities. You may want to ask for more
information at the German consulates and embassies, the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) or the Humboldt Founda-
tion.

While things may be improving for foreigners, the situation is
certainly not improving for German students. As a consequence,
they recently went on a nationwide strike against the introduction
of tuition fees, budget cuts and hiring freezes. There is apparently
a dire shortage of funding for libraries, computing and laboratory
equipment, not to speak of the desolate conditions of some of the
academic buildings. Despite an 8% rise in funding between 1992
and 1996, an inflation rate of 10.8% together with the rise in
number of students actually leaves less money for education and
research than in 1992.

However, this lamentation should not distract from the fact
that Germany still ranks fourth in terms of scientific papers and
third in terms of citations, an important measure of the scientific
impact of these publications.' After a rather hesitant start, Ger-
many is now trying very hard to catch up in various fields of
biotechnology. Numerous designated regional development
programmes (BioRegio Programme) together with several re-
cently funded and well funded non-university institutions (such
as the Max Delbruck Center for Molecular Medicine in Berlin) are
contributing to competitive research in these fields. If these winds
of change blow into the universities, there is still hope that
improving quality may attract more interest from foreign students
in the near future.
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CADAVERIC ORGAN TRANSPLANT AnON IN JAPAN-
PAST, PRESENT AND THE FUTURE
The recently passed Japanese law allowing transplantation of
cadaveric organs was to take effect from 16 October 1997. This

milestone crowns the efforts of the medical community who have
been attempting to win public and political confidence on the
issue for the last three decades.

From 1967 to 1968, the need for discussions on ethical and


