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JOHN BLACK

Blackwell's Dictionary of Nursing. Blackwell's Scientific
Publications, Oxford, 1994.814 pp, Rs 425.

This dictionary is a good resource and reference book,
providing up-to-date information to cover the expanding
role of today's professional nurses. All nursing students
and teachers and nurses working in institutions and the
community or doing private nursing will find this book
an invaluable possession. It answers many questions that
may arise from the nurses day-to-day work, without them
having to refer to a textbook. Even doctors and paramedical
personnel will find this book handy and time saving when
they need information on medical and nursing problems.

Of special value are the simple explanations on how
to pronounce medical terms. Correct pronunciation is a
problem in India where our medium of instruction in nursing
colleges is English whereas our nurses predominantly come
from non-English speaking backgrounds.

The illustrations explain complicated concepts simply and
clearly. The appendices to the dictionary also provide useful
information. They contain information on the ranges of
commonly used measurements. The book will be of special
interest to the nurse who wishes to keep up with newer
advances in his or her field and provides guidelines on
where to seek help for personal and professional develop-
ment. Emergency care and the recognition and reduction
of stress are burning issues today and these also find a
place in this book.

The dictionary is attractive and handy to carry around
and its cost is reasonable compared to other standard
imported books. It has a place not only in the main institu-
tional libraries but should also be available in the wards.
In fact, I would recommend that every nurse buy a personal
copy.

MADHA VI DEVI SHARMA

Faculty of Nursing
lamia Hamdard

New Delhi

Pediatric Nephrology. R.N. Srivastava, A. Bagga (eds) ,
New Delhi. 229 pp, Rs 150.

This book provides a concise account of paediatric nephrology.
It has been edited by Drs Srivastava and Bagga from the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi,
who have also contributed the majority of the chapters.
Other contributors from the same institute include
Dr D. K. Mitra of Paediatric Surgery, Dr A. K. Gupta
from the Department of Radiodiagnosis, Dr A. K. Padhy
from the Department of Nuclear Medicine, and Drs S. K.
Agarwal and Sanjeev Saxena from the Department of
Nephrology.

The first two chapters consider renal structure and func-
tion including tests of renal function appropriate for clinical
use. The information is concise and accurate though the use
of the urine anion gap in the diagnosis of urinary acidification
defects should perhaps have been mentioned.

The chapters on imaging of the urinary tract are marred
in some instances by poor reproduction of the illustrations,
some of which could also be better described in the legends
to the figures. The chapter on radio nuclide imaging could
have been shorter and clearer; it seems too complicated for
paediatric nephrologists and not sufficiently comprehensive
for a radiologist.

There is a useful short chapter on antenatal diagnosis of
renal and urinary tract anomalies, though in my opinion in
utero decompression of the dilated urinary tract is rarely, if
ever, indicated. There is a simple description of develop-
mental anomalies of the kidney, followed by excellent
chapters on hereditary nephropathies, acute glomerulo-
nephritis, renal vasculitis, asymptomatic haematuria and
proteinuria, nephrotic syndrome, acute renal failure and
the haemolytic uraemic syndrome. Minor quibbles are that
the section on Wegener's granulomatosis in chapter 9 should
follow the introductory material on renal vasculitis, rather
than appearing at the end of the chapter, and I personally
do not follow up children with orthostatic proteinuria
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because long term outcome studies have shown an excellent
prognosis.

Then follow chapters on the management of renal failure.
My only criticism of the chapter on urinary tract infection
is the lack of emphasis on the value of microscopy of fresh
urine carried out by the clinician in excluding urinary tract
infection. In my view only a minority of samples need to be
sent to the laboratory; it simplifies the management and
saves money. Incidentally, the upper limit of normal on an
unspun specimen of urine for white cell excretion is lO/cmm
for boys and 50/cmm for girls.

The chapters on renal tubular disorders, refractory rickets
and hypertension are concise and comprehensive. I suggest
that the figures given for the upper limit of blood pressure
at different ages are too high. I suspect that they come from
the American literature and as such contain a number of
children with what has now been termed 'white coat' hyper-
tension. Certainly, normal values obtained from children in
more relaxed surroundings in Europe are lower. I would
regard the upper limit of normal for children older than
11 years as 130/85 mmHg.
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There is a useful section on paediatric urology with a
discussion of obstructive uropathy. This section, however,
contains the statement with which I most strongly disagree
in the whole book. I think most people have given up the
concept of distal urethral rings and would not recommend
dilatation of the female urethra in children with recurrent
infections or incontinence. Finally, urolithiasis and
malignant disorders are considered. The appendix contains
information on normal ranges, drug dosages and various
supplements. There is a useful section of multiple choice
questions for self-assessment.

I enjoyed reading this book. It contains all the essential
information on paediatric nephrology and I think it will
prove very useful to any doctor looking after sick children.

c. CHANTLER
Department of Paediatric Nephrology

United Medical and Dental Schools of Guy's and
St Thomas's Hospital
University of London

United Kingdom

R. N. Srivastava MBBS, DPH, DIH, MD
(29 July 1932-13 October 1994)

R. N. Srivastava was born on
29 July 1932 in the Mainpuri
district of Uttar Pradesh. He went
to Gwalior Medical College
where he gained the MB,BS in
1956 and subsequently the DPH
and DIH from Calcutta in 1962
and 1965 and the MD from
Lucknow in 1967. He started his
career as a Medical Officer in
Uttar Pradesh where he stayed for
9 years and then held several
positions including Lecturer in
Environmental Hygiene in
Lucknow, Reader in Social and
Preventive Medicine in Allahabad
and later Professor and Head of
the same Department in Jhansi. In
1984, he became Dean, Principal
and Superintendent-in-Chief of
the Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical
College and Hospital, Jhansi and
thereafter, of the B.R.D. Medical
College and Hospital, Gorakhpur.
After his retirement on 31 July
1990, he establisheda Sex Advisory
and Treatment Centre (SAT
Centre) in Lucknow.

Rajendra Narain Srivastava, former Professor of Social
and Preventive Medicine and Dean, Faculty of Medicine
and Principal, Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical College and
Hospital, Jhansi and the B.R.D. Medical College and
Hospital, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh died on 13 October
1994 at Lucknow.

Dr Srivastava was a multifaceted personality. He was an
astute teacher, a keen researcher, a prolific writer and, above
all, an extremely affable and charming person. We were
associated with him between 1974 and 1986 in Jhansi and
saw him work not only as Principal but also as team-leader
in research and academic projects. He was a youthful and
sprightly Principal of our College, always ready to help and
solve our problems-bypassing all the administrative and
technical hurdles. He had a broad vision, strong determina-
tion, enormous -professional dedication and organizing
ability which was combined with humility and a robust
common sense. His philosophy of life was based on humanity
and compassion.

While working at Jhansi, Dr Srivastava was determined
to create a Department of Social and Preventive Medicine
that had a national reputation in teaching as well as research.
He himself made major contributions in epidemiological and
biostatistical research. In 1980, he was approached by a
World Health Organization (WHO)/World Bank team to
undertake a rural project to determine the health benefits
of piped water supply in the Jhansi district of Uttar Pradesh.
As Regional Councillor of the International Epidemiological
Association (lEA) for Southeast Asia he proposed in a


