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Jonathan Mohanraj Raju MBBS, MD
(18 October 1948-1 October 1993)

Jonathan Raju was born on 18October
1948 in Pune. He did his MBBS (1974)
and MD in General Medicine (1982)
from the Christian Medical College,

. Vellore. In between he spent three years
as a Medical Officer at the Seventh-day
Adventist Mission Hospitals in Surat,
Nuzvid and at Ottapalam. After his
MD, he joined the faculty of Christian
Medical College Hospital, Vellore and
was a Reader in Medicine when he died
at the early age of 44.
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Johnny, as Jonathan was popularly known, was a friend for
many years. We both joined the Spicer High School in Pune
in 1962 and were roommates in the boarding section from the
eighth standard onwards. Our families were also neighbours
and so we were able to keep each other's company even
during the holidays. We were contemporaries at Vellore and
it was only after graduation in 1974 that our paths diverged.
In the ensuing years, however, we kept in touch with an
occasional letter .
Johnny showed a remarkable sense of discipline in his

studies, personal habits and in his favourite hobby-sport.
He had high moral values and his personal life was an
example to his peers. He was forthright and outspoken, and
would never hesitate to speak out against wrong or to uphold
individual and collective rights to his friends or to the
authorities. In the tenth standard after we played a juvenile
prank, the warden caught and accused another student but
Johnny confessed to being the culprit. Johnny excelled in
track and field sports and also in tennis and soccer. He broke
the college record in the pole vault and represented the
district in football.

Correspondence

Through high school and in medical college, he was always
a popular and prominent figure. He was appreciated for his
friendliness and loyalty, sports and musical talent and for
his concern and participation in campus matters. He was
elected to several positions of authority in student organiza-
tions, and discharged his duties with great competence. It
came as no surprise that after he completed his MD, he was
offered a faculty position at the Christian Medical College,
Vellore .
As a physician, Dr Jonathan was caring and competent.

He was a strict teacher determined to infuse correct work
habits and a professional demeanour in his students.
Dr Jonathan was an outstanding role model.
Despite undergoing several operations and lengthy treat-

ment for an aortic aneurysm in Vellore and the United
States, unfortunate setbacks seemed to occur at regular
intervals. Towards the end, he developed lymphoma and
other complications. In illness, he showed fortitude and good
humour, and those who visited his bedside were cheered by
his spirit.
He leaves behind his wife, Renu, an Ophthalmologist on

the CMC faculty; his daughters, Priya and Nithya; a sister;
parents; parents-in-law and innumerable friends. A God-
fearing, committed and active Christian, Johnny would have
appreciated these lines from the Poems of Gitaniali:
I shall I hope
Tread the path
Where there are
No tears, no pain, no regrets
Save
The eternal peace
That is all I ask
Of my Creator
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The Supreme Court on capitation fees

Sir-The Supreme Court judgment on capita-
tion fees has generated much interest in India'
and abroad.>' Unfortunately, capitation fee
bashing has become fashionable in the medical
press. The merits of private medical education
and other pertinent issues have been relegated
to the background.

The judgment decrees that all students seek-
ing admission to private institutions have to
pass a common entrance examination. This
step is in the right direction as it will ensure
proper standards in medical education. Further,
the recent ordinance is welcome as it specifies
that no medical college can begin to function
without the approval of the Medical Council of
India. However, the part of the judgment which

allots 50% of the seats on a fee which is at par
with that in the government medical colleges
is questionable. It must be borne in mind that
private colleges do not enjoy any state subsidy.
Therefore, the educational expenses of these
students will effectively be met by the other half
who will pay a much higher fee, which is in no
way fair. To add to the woes of the private
medical colleges and of the students, the


