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conducted in India on tobacco-related diseases. It will be of
particular interest to research workers living in neighouring
countries such as mine where the problems are similar.
While the emphasis is on oral cancer, other tobacco-

related malignancies have been discussed. However, one
would have expected more than a passing reference to the
relationship between betel chewing and cancer of the
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oesophagus which is an important tumour in our region.
The book is neatly printed but an index would have

enhanced its value.
C. G. URAGOD'&'

Ceylon Medical Journal
Colombo
Sri Lanka

Dr Mridula Rohatgi (MBBS, FRCS, FICS)
(4 June 1934-16 January 1993)

Dr Mridula Rohatgi was born on 4 June
]1)34 in Calcutta. She was educated at the
CalcuttaMedical College, Calcutta (MBBS,
1959) and specialized in Paediatric Surgery
at The University Children Hospital,
Sheffield, UK and The Hospital for Sick
Children, Toronto, Canada. She served
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
from 1970 to 1993.

Mridula Rohatgi was born in Calcutta on 4 June 1934. She
graduated from the Calcutta Medical College and went to
Sheffield, UK for higher training in Paediatric Surgery. In
1966 she was awarded the Fellowship ofthe Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh. She then joined the Hospital for
Sick Children in Toronto, Canada where she worked as a
Research Fellow and was later promoted to the post of
Associate Chief Resident. She was very popular in the
hospital and was fondly called 'Mary' as her Canadian
coileagues could not pronounce her first name. On her return
to India she tried to settle down in Calcutta, and worked as a
Pool Officer in the Childrens' Hospital. However, being
dissatisfied with the limited opportunities this job offered
she applied to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences for
the post of Assistant Professor in Paediatric Surgery. After
her selection in 1970, she served the Institute-the last 5 years
as the Departmental Head-till her death on 16 January 1993
in a freak train accident.
Dr Rohatgi combined the qualities of a mother and a

surgeon. She was soft spoken and very considerate towards
her patients and always treated them as human beings and
not as disease entities. She would go out of her way to help
the parents of sick children regardless of their social status.
After being appointed Head of the Department of Paediatric
Surgery, she reorganized the entire departmental schedule
placing emphasis on teaching and research. She made it

compulsory for residents to carry out at least one experi-
mental project to provide them experience of research
methodology as well as to give them a wider perspective of
paediatric surgery.
It was after 1987 that she shot into prominence. She was

frequently invited to chair sessions or to lecture at national
and international conferences. Wherever she went she
impressed everyone by her firm conviction about the impor-
tance of paediatric surgery.
In 1988, Dr Rohatgi was elected the President of the

Indian Association of Paediatric Surgeons. She was also
actively associated with various other professional bodies
including the Board of Studies of Banaras Hindu University
and Calcutta University. She was a member of expert
committees of the Union Public Service Commission,
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, National Board
of Examinations and the Medical Council of India. She was
a Visiting Professor to the Universities of Tripoli arid
Kabul. Recently, she was elected to the Council of the
World Federation "of Paediatric Surgeons, an honour which
pleased her immensely"
Her work in developing a surgical technique to correct

craniosynostosis brought her laurels from India and abroad
and she delivered the first M. S. Ramakrishnan Oration
describing her work on this difficult problem.
Obsessed as she was with the idea of disseminating know-

ledge, she held regular workshops and symposia in the
department for young and not-so-young surgeons to acquaint
them .with the latest advances in paediatric surgery. She
orgamzed a large number of popular conferences each with a
different theme. In the department she introduced an active
clinical research programme which led to the presentation
and publication of a large number of scientific papers.
She died on her way to Calcutta where she was going to

atten? t~e Annual ~onference of the Indian Academy of
Paediatrics and receive an Honorary Fellowship in recogni-
tion of her services to sick children.
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