
DIE NAnONAL MEDICAL JOURNAL OF INOlA VOL. 4, NO.3 107

Signed Editorials

Most of the world's renowned medical journals (with the notable exception of The
Lancet) have changed from carrying unsigned editorials to signed editorials. Un-
signed editorials have the advantage of allowing the authors to express their views
without fear of personal criticism, and for the editor to choose relatively junior
authors and modify their text with expert help. The end result is a non-controver-
sial, concise and authoritative viewpoint. However, society and science are now far
more open and anonymity seems to imply that the author or the journal has
something to hide. Readers are also more informed and demanding; they mow that
two experts can reach two different conclusions on the basis of the same
information. So they want to know who the editorial writer is before deciding how
much credence to give to the views expressed.

When The National Medical Journal of India was started we relied on friends to
write editorials. As only a limited number were willing, knowledgeable and com-
petent, we carried the editorials unsigned to avoid repetition of the same names and
institutions. However, the feedback has been that these editorials are the weakest
parts of the journal. They have been variously described as 'safe', 'orthodox' and
'bland' either because the writer propounded a middle-of-the-road viewpoint or
because our editing made them read that way. We also realized that an author,
however friendly, does not take as much care over writing an anonymous article as
one which carries his or her name.

We have now not only expanded our Editorial Board but have also, over the last
three and a half years, become acquainted with a large number of talented authors
and referees both in India and abroad. They represent a pool of experts to whom we
can now turn for editorials which we hope will be new, fresh and original and
closer to the cutting edge of science and to innovations in health care. From this
issue of the journal, therefore, our editorials will be signed. The occasional one will
remain unsigned for reasons which are obvious-the writer fears for his job or
perhaps, in these intolerant times, even for his life.
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