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SELLAFIELD,THENUCLEARreprocessing plant in the north-west of
England has again' found its way into the medical journals. A
group of doctors' working in the area found three cases of
retinoblastoma in the grandchildren of men who had worked at
Sellafield. All the mothers had lived in a small village about 3
kilometres from Sellafield. The authors estimated that, for the
calculated population of children at risk, the expected number of
cases of retinoblastoma would be 0.25, and the chance of three
cases occurring would be 0.002. In two of the cases the tumour
was unilateral and probably the result of a somatic mutation
while the third case, with bilateraltumours, had a partial deletion
of chromosome 13 (dell3 [qI2-q21)) and was therefore attribut-
able to a genetic mutation, probably derived from one parent.
The suggested mechanism was an accumulation of radionuclide
in the mother resulting in, on the one hand, a genetic mutation,
and on the other, a somatic mutation in the ovum or foetus. This
study, though small, suggests the advisability of a more compre-
hensive survey of the incidence of retinoblastoma in populations
at risk, as more is known about the genetic basis of retinoblas-
toma than of leukaemia.

TEENAGE(15 TO19YEARS)pregnancies and abortions rose alarm-
ingly during 1980-8.3 The number of pregnancies showed a clear
reciprocal relationship to the number of doctor-attended sessions
at family planning clinics. A spokesman for the Brook Advisory
Service, which compiled the survey, attributed the fall in family
planning sessions, in both voluntary and NHS sectors, to finan-
cial cut-backs in the family planning services by the district
health authorities. The health authorities failed to appreciate that
many teenage girls prefer to attend family planning clinics rather
than consult their family doctor for contraceptive advice, partly
because of a fear of breach of confidentiality, and partly because
many general practitioners refuse to prescribe contraceptives to
girls under 16 years unless a parent is present. Many teenage
pregnancies are terminated but those that are not aborted result
in much suffering, and cause a financial burden on the social
security and social services departments. What the health serv-
ices may have saved, the social services have to spend.

INnRESTININDIAN,or India derived, art and literature continues to
grow. The Victoria and Albert Museum, in London, has opened
a new Indian Gallery, and the National Portrait Gallery in
Trafalgar Square held an exhibition on 'The Raj'. A collection of
hitherto unpublished articles by Rudyard Kipling" recently came
to ~y notice; these were written between 1884 and 1888, when
Kipling was working as a journalist for the Civil and Military
Gazette in Lahore, and later for the Pioneer in Allahabad. Much
of this material was incorporated into his well-known stories,
and throws an interesting light on his opinion, usually most
uncomplimentary, of his compatriots. Numerous biographers
have tried, and failed, to explain Kipling's many-sided personal-
ity and contradictory political opinions. He has been wrongly
accused of being an anti-semitic jingoistic chauvinist, and an
imperialist who despised Indians. As an adult, Kipling was an
outsider, except with children. As a journalist in India he was a
critical observer of his fellow countrymen, and later, on his

return to England, he failed to be accepted by the establishment.
The only time he was not an outsider was during the first six
years of his life, in Bombay, where he related closely to his
ayah. He used this understanding as a basis for his insight into
his Indian characters, and he added to them journalistically. A
film of one of his most macabre stories The Man Who Would be
King (John Huston 1975) was shown on television. This is the
story of two British ex-soldiers who set out to conquer 'Kaffiris-
tan' . One of them is thought by the inhabitants to be a god and a
descendant of Alexander the Great, but is killed when it is
discovered that he bleeds, like any other human. His companion
is crucified but survives, horribly mutilated, and returns to India.
It belatedly occurred to me that Kipling might have intended this
story to be an allegory of the British Raj; it was written only 30
years after the 1857 war of independence.

THEMOSTIMPORTANTpolitical puzzle at the moment is the future of
the USSR. The secession of some of the republics seems inevi-
table, but whether this can be achieved without anarchy and
bloodshed remains to be seen. There are however two effects of
the much praised relaxation of restrictions on travel for Soviet
citizens. Firstly, the exodus of Jews to Israel has strengthened
the hands of the territorially expansionist Israeli government and
has already heightened the tension between the Israelis and the
Palestinians. The second is the possibility of a mass immigration
of economic refugees ('millions ') into Europe. Eastern Europe is
politically, socially and economically incapable of coping with a
huge influx of poor and probably unskilled labour, and Western
Europe has failed to assimilate previous immigrations, even
after three decades.

SOMEOFTHEentrepreneurial heroes of the Thatcher decade are
accused or have already been convicted of fraudulent practices.
Asil Nadir of Polly Peck; Ernest Saunders, Sir Jack Lyons and
Tony Parnes of Guinness; Roger Levitt of the Levitt Group of
financial services and Michael Milliken, ajunk bond dealer are
only a few of the fallen idols. Commercial favourites have failed
including well-known names such as Sock Shop, Coloroll, Brit-
ish and Commonwealth Merchant Bankers. At the same time,
Nigel Lawson, Chancellor of the Exchequer until his recent
resignation, has picked up a six-figure salary for working two
days a week as a non-executive director of Barclay's Bank, and
Lord Young, formerly Minister for Trade and Industry, has
become chairman of Cable and Wireless.
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